Introduction
The simplest description of clusters is based on the description of the relationships established between the supplier and the customer and the value chain created by them. The functioning of companies in the framework of such entities leads them to obtain a competitive advantage, as they have a dense network of suppliers and customers nearby. With regard to the term "value chain", it derives from Alfred Marshall's concept who noted that "the geographical concentration of a particular sector determines the specialization of the suppliers" [1] . Currently, the most widely used definition of the term cluster is given by the person who is responsible for popularizing this concept, Professor Michael Porter (1998): "Clusters are geographic concentrations of interconnected companies and institutions, which are manifested in a particular field" [2] . At the level of our country, designing a defense cluster could contribute to the economic recovery of the defense industry, to building up cooperation between higher military / civilian education institutions and local authorities and not least, would have a significant impact on the local / regional economic environment [3] .
The object of the study
The initiative to form a cluster may be defined as an organized effort towards increasing the growth and competitiveness of a particular clusters in a region, an action involving a group of companies, central / local authorities and the academic / research environment [4] . A larger study conducted between 2013-2015 identified the main characteristics of a defense cluster conceptual model. This model has also been tested as part of the study [5] .
Validating the collaborative model
In order to validate the model, we will further show the manner of correlating the most important features (available data) of three identified clusters (EDEN France Cluj IT Romania, PRELMET Transylvania) with DOI: 10.1515/kbo-2017-0064the collaborative cluster model Romanian Defense Cluster (RDC). EDEN "is a French cluster that brings together the most important French defense companies and not only. The particularity of this cluster consists of its inter-regional dimension, and each region is represented by entities of the same type" [6] . Cluj IT cluster "is perhaps the most famous cluster in our country and probably the most active one. It is a regional cluster composed of active organizations in the field of information technology" [7] . PrelMET Transilvania cluster "is an emerging cluster built in an area with strong traditions in metalworking. We chose this cluster due to the fact that some of the entities composing it belong to several companies in the defense sector" [8] .
The main features taken into account are shown in the following table: Table 3 , for the variables "Cluster size" and "Turnover" and Table 4 respectively, for the variables"Civilian companies" and "Turnover": In Tables 3 and 4 
